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A multi-polar data world 

•Internet growth over the last decade and half has   allowed more people to access 
more public information than ever before 
 
•This has created a much more nebulous world of information whereby there are 
10 different possible locations of data  
 
•This high-number of sources is augmented by the deeper levels of information 
collection and presentation 
 
•We are receiving more information from both public and private sources than 
ever before 
 
 



How do we find our way in this new world?  

•Government agencies in particular are publishing more and more data 
 
•What is the ease of accessing these large amounts of public data?  
 
•Steps have been taken to make public-access easier 
 
•Parsing through pages and pages of data does not make accessibility easier 
though 
 
 





What can vendors do to assist with accessibility…. 

•Providing easy-to-use resources that encompass data and information from a wide 
variety of governmental institutions 
 
•Provide a single-location where the filtering and diffusion of this data and 
information can happen  
 
•Make sure that human researchers play a large role in gathering and organizing 
the wide varieties of data 
 

 
 
 





and what about then utilizing this data?  

•Of course, provide the easy to use formats for quick and easy access to 
information 
 
•But also provide source information and source access so that students, 
researchers, and librarians can go further if they need to dive for more depth 
 
•Additionally provide data and information that allows students, researchers, and 
librarians to place U.S. public data in context 

•International data sources 
•Proprietary sources 

 
 
 
 





How do vendors guarantee the data‘s authority? 

•Build trust by being open about where the data has been gathered from and 
provide access to these sources 
 
•Build users‘ trust by having research teams check and double check the data, the 
source, and the accessibility of the wide swath of data 
 
•If the data provided is authentic and reliable vendors do have the ability to build 
up the trust of its users to levels akin to data accessed through government routes 
 
 
 
 



Where should vendors focus? 

•While vendor priorites differ, we can all assist libraries and institutions in 
building collections that are broader, deeper, and more reliable   
 
•Increasingly, we can provide data and information in ways that allow increased 
accessibility over wide geographic areas 
 
•With this increased presence, vendors do have the responsibility to work with 
each other, their sources, and their institutions on preservation, increased access, 
and more information for all 
 
 
 
 


