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The Center for Research Libraries 
(CRL) is a consortium of North American 
universities, colleges, and independent 
research libraries. The consortium acquires 
and preserves newspapers, journals, 
documents, archives, and other traditional 
and digital resources for research and 
teaching and makes them available to 
member institutions through interlibrary 
loan and electronic delivery.

MISSION
The Center for Research Libraries’ mission 
is to support advanced research and 
teaching in the humanities, sciences, and 
social sciences by ensuring the survival and 
availability of the knowledge resources vital 
to those activities. CRL accomplishes this 
mission through cooperative action with its 
member libraries and partners.
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Images on front cover from CRL 
collections unless otherwise indicated. 
From left to right: “Equipment for testing 
safety devices of electric miner’s lamp in 
explosive mixture of gas and air.” From 
U.S.  Department  of  Commerce  Bureau 
of  Mines  Bulletin  131:  Approved  Electrical 
Lamps for Miners by H. H. Clark and L. C. 
Isley (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 1917). From TRAIL 
collections; Image from Electricity  at  the 
Columbian  Exposition by John Patrick 
Barrett (Chicago: R.R. Donnelley, 1894). 
From CRL collections.; Front page of the 
Egyptian Gazette, June 6, 1967. From CRL 
collections. CRL digitized issues of this 
newspaper and The Daily Star from Lebanon 
over the time period of the Six-Day War 
for Laurie Eisenberg’s class on “Historical 
Evidence and Interpretation.”; Detail of 
May 1927 front cover of Hardware Dealer 
magazine. From American Periodicals from 
the Center for Research Libraries.; CRL 
is currently digitizing papers from the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, a New Deal 
public work relief program. Front page of 
the Wednesday, December 9, 1936 edition 
of Camp  Echoes, published by the CCC 
Clayton Camp in Challis, Idaho. From CRL 
collections.; Front-page cartoon from 
January 1, 1943 edition of Kavkazskiĭ 
vestnik. From CRL collections; An 
1837 edition of the African American 
newspaper The  Weekly  Advocate. From 
CRL collections; Image of National 
Bureau of Standards (NBS) Electronic 
Automatic Computer by the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
1950. From TRAIL collections.
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It is my pleasure to write as Chair of the Center 
for Research Libraries Board of Directors. I am delighted 

that I am able to work on behalf of CRL, which continues to 
serve as a vital partner with member libraries in provision of 
primary and secondary resources to scholarly researchers. 

In fiscal year 2011, CRL continued to maintain, serve, 
and further build the physical collections upon which the 
community has traditionally relied: newspapers, archives, 
popular and commercial journals, government documents, 
foreign dissertations, and major microform sets. These are 
the “fundamentals” to which the title of this report refers: 
the stratum of sources and evidence that support original 
scholarly research in the humanities and social sciences. 

While pursuing the fundamentals with excellence, CRL 
has continued its transition to an outstanding 21st-
century library, providing an array of digital and electronic 
collections and services. The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
recognized and encouraged this transition with a second $1 
million grant awarded in 2011. 

Staff at CRL continue to digitize collections not otherwise 
available in electronic format. More than five hundred 
thousand pages of books, journals, manuscripts, and 
other items were scanned, many in response to scholars’ 
requests. The systematic digitization of foreign newspapers 
continued this year with the addition of 540,000 pages of 
Latin American, African, and South Asian newspapers to 
the World Newspaper Archive. In addition, approximately 
3,500 volumes of American popular, commercial, and trade 
journals from the CRL collection were online by the end of 
the year in ProQuest’s American Periodicals.

Providing a different kind of support to libraries as we 
develop electronic collections, CRL negotiated favorable 
terms with vendors for purchase of several major humanities 
databases, enabling members to obtain electronic access to 
primary source collections. 

In another example, support from the Mellon Foundation 
enabled CRL to establish the Global Resources Forum. The 
Forum is a set of activities and resources on collections and 

electronic resources, and serves as a framework for sharing 
information and best practices in collection development and 
management. Its purpose is to inform decision-making and 
investment in digital and print collections at CRL libraries 
and their consortia. This year, staff from nearly 170 of the 
256 CRL libraries participated in CRL webinars related to 
Global Resources Forum topics.

One of the main events of the Forum this year was the 
Global Water-2010 and Beyond roundtable, held by CRL 
and the Greater Western Library Alliance. The roundtable 
brought together librarians, scholars, policymakers, and 
archivists to explore the challenges of preserving data and 
documentation on water supply, quality, and management. 

That CRL membership continues to grow, even in harsh 
economic times, suggests that these efforts are benefiting 
the research libraries community. CRL membership grew 
from 250 to 256 libraries this year. At the same time, the 
many area studies programs and Global Resources projects 
continued to flourish under the CRL umbrella.

CRL’s work this year also earned the recognition and support 
of the Institute of Museum and Library Services, in the form 
of two National Leadership Award grants for print archiving. 
The funding is helping CRL play a greater role in fostering 
coordinated, strategic management of print materials during 
our long transition between print and digital collections.

It has been another year of outstanding accomplishment 
for CRL. The Board of Directors and I applaud President 
Bernie Reilly and CRL’s dedicated staff for their hard work, 
resourcefulness, and vision. CRL has become a model for all 
research libraries as we address the “fundamentals” at the 
same time that we reframe our own collections and services 
to support dynamic new forms of scholarship.

Sarah Michalak 
Associate Provost for Libraries and University Librarian 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Message from the Chair



The unifying idea for CRL’s annual report 
for fiscal year 2011 is “Fundamentals.” This 

year CRL reaffirmed its longstanding commitment to 
preserving the “fundamental” raw materials of advanced 
research: primary source collections. The year also saw a 
strengthening of CRL’s support for cooperative collection-
building, based upon the interests and needs of the research 
libraries CRL serves. 

Throughout its 62-year history, CRL has ensured 
the survival of many kinds of primary sources: the 
newspapers, archives, government publications, historical 
journals, and other materials that form the substrate of 
documentation and evidence upon which original research 
is based. CRL continued to build print and microform 
holdings of these materials. It also negotiated favorable 
terms for CRL libraries to purchase several major primary 
source databases.

CRL provides the foundation of administrative, financial, 
logistical, and communications support that enable a 
number of communities of interest to realize their own 
collection development goals. This support has been 
critical to the CRL Area Studies projects (the Area 
Microform Projects) (page 16). Participants of these 
projects have identified and preserved a wealth of historical 
documentation and evidence from the world’s major regions 
for scholarly research. This support is also vital for the 
Global Resources collection development projects (page 14), 
through which area and subject specialists from major U.S. 
and Canadian universities work together to promote access 
to critical materials for international studies.    

Fulfilling CRL’s mission today involves a broader set of 
activities than those in which CRL has engaged for much 
of its history. It involves, for example, the systematic 
digitization of foreign newspapers. This year expertise and 
support from many libraries enabled CRL, in partnership 
with Readex, to add more than 540,000 pages of Latin 

American, African, and South Asian newspapers to the 
World Newspaper Archive (page 11). 

It also involves providing actionable information to the CRL 
community on major research databases and digital and 
print repositories. This year CRL webinars and roundtables 
provided fresh information and venues for discussion on 
data and documentation for water supply, quality, and 
management; source materials for Medieval Studies; and 
new approaches to collection development. 

CRL’s March 2011 certification report on HathiTrust, 
the product of extended deliberations by members of the 
Certification Advisory Panel, provided a penetrating analysis 
of the risks and benefits of an emerging digital repository. 
This information supports due diligence by libraries 
investing in HathiTrust, and by those making decisions on 
the future of their public domain monograph collections. 

The task of ensuring scholarly access to primary evidence 
today presents tremendous new challenges for CRL 
and the research libraries community. The migration of 
news reporting to the web renders traditional newspaper 
preservation strategies obsolete. Devising effective strategies 
for preserving news in the electronic environment requires 
an understanding of the lifecycle of news content.  For 
this reason, CRL produced Preserving News in the Digital 
Environment: Mapping the Newspaper Industry in 
Transition. The report, commissioned by  the Library of 
Congress Office of Strategic Initiatives, is an initial attempt 
to map the lifecycle of news content and information 
published in print and online, and to clarify the relationship 
between the news content produced for those two major 
distribution channels. That report will form the basis for 
future CRL work in news preservation. 

That CRL has been able to devise new ways to support 
informed collection development and management in a 
rapidly changing environment owes in no small measure 
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to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. The Foundation’s 
funding and strategic guidance have both been essential to 
CRL planning and activities in a time of rapid change and 
scarce resources. 

The continuity of CRL’s work, and the survival of critical 
primary source collections for research and teaching, 
however, are due to the enlightened library directors, 
provosts, collections specialists, reference staff, and others 
at CRL libraries, who once again this year gave generously 
of their time, expertise, and resources. Current and future 
students and scholars are in their debt. 

Bernard F. Reilly 
President

The task of ensuring 

scholarly access to 

primary evidence 

today presents 

tremendous new 

challenges.
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I. Supporting Advanced Research

In fiscal year 2011 (July 1, 2010–June 30, 2011), CRL 
continued its tradition of excellent service by acquiring 

and making available unique and unusual materials for 
faculty, students, and other researchers. 

Through interlibrary loan and, increasingly, electronic 
delivery of CRL’s five-million-volume collection of primary 
source and other significant material, CRL’s collection and 
acquisition programs support critical research by patrons 
at member libraries. Each year CRL identifies and acquires 
over $1 million worth of new materials of interest to CRL 
libraries in paper and microform. New materials added 
this year ranged from Iranian opposition pamphlets, 
manga reprints, Thai human rights monographs, Russian 
agricultural periodicals, European incunabula, and African 
law reports, to newspapers from Russia, India, China, Israel, 
France, and the United States.

Purchase Proposal Program
CRL’s Purchase Proposal Program acquires significant 
microform and hard copy collections that meet the needs 
of researchers at CRL member institutions. In FY11, CRL 
purchased nine microform sets (in 16 parts) of rare materials, 
including journals, newspapers, literary and popular culture 
materials, and international archives:

• Annonces, affiches, et avis divers. Paris (1752–92) 
[general interest journal]

• China and the West: the Maritime Customs Service 
Archive from the Second Historical Archives of China 
Nanjing [archival set]
• Part 1: Inspector General’s Circulars, 1861–1949
• Part 2: London Office Files, 1874–1949
•  Part 3: Semi-Official Correspondence from Selected 

Ports
• Part 4: The Policing of Trade, 1861–1941
• Part 5: The Policing of Trade, 1862–1948

•  Part 6: Outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War and 
World War II

• Part 7: The Postwar Period, 1941–49
• The Colonial Economy in the Netherlands Indies 

[archival set, Nationaal Archief]
•  Part I: The Commission to Investigate the Sugar 

Manufactories on Java 1854–57
•  Part II: The Commission for Industrial 

Development in the Netherlands Indies 1915–26
• Early Printed Books on Religion from Colonial Spanish 

America 1543/4–c. 1800 [microform set, holdings from 
British Library]

• Ha-Arets. Tel Aviv (1919–63) [newspaper]
• L’Aube. Paris (1932–June 1940, Aug 1944–Oct 1951) 

[French Catholic newspaper]
• Popular Literature Fiction and Songs in Imperial 

Russia [microform set, IDC]
• Records of the American Commission for the 

Protection and Salvage of Artistic and Historic 
Monuments in War Areas: the Roberts Commission 
1943–46 [archival set, NARA]

• Renaissance Commonplace Books from the Sloane 
Collection at the British Library [microform set, IDC]

The acquisition of material through the 2011 Purchase 
Proposal Program had a list price value of $151,200.

Shared Purchase Program
CRL’s Shared Purchase Program supports the acquisition of 
costly major microform or printed sets by leveraging funds 
from CRL and member libraries to cooperatively acquire 
materials. In FY11, with the support of 17 member libraries, 
CRL added five major sets to its collection, representing a 
total list price of $85,766:

• Gubernatorial reports of Russian Imperial Governors, 
1855–1864 [archival set]

• Lyttelton Times . Christchurch, New Zealand (1890–
1908) [newspaper]

Annual Report for  
Fiscal Year 2011

http://www.crl.edu/purchase-proposal-program
http://www.crl.edu/shared-purchase-program


• Freie Wohlfahrtspflege / Sources on social welfare, 
1848–World War II [microform set, Harald Fischer 
Verlag]

• Xin Wen Bao . Shanghai, China (1893–1949) 
[newspaper]

• Zhongguo jin dai Zhong yi yao qi kan hui bian [200 
paper vols. on Chinese traditional medicine] 

Scholars’ Access Program
The Scholars’ Access Program provides support for 
individual scholars’ access to collections (electronic, 
microform, and print) not held by CRL. In 2011, CRL 
acquired two French periodicals (Détective and Vu) in 
microform for Middlebury College professors to use in 
research and teaching of French culture between the two 
world wars. CRL also funded short-term access to the online 
Egyptological Bibliography for a University of Texas at 
Austin professor to supplement standard classical Hellenistic 
and Roman Egypt resources for research and teaching. 

Access Services 
CRL continued a trend toward a lower number of requests 
filled by physical loan, offset by persistent growth in those 
filled digitally. This fiscal year saw a 250% increase over the 
previous year in downloads of existing digital collections 
hosted by CRL.

University of British Columbia
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Chicago
University of Colorado
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University

Harvard University
Indiana University
University of Iowa
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Northwestern University
University of Pennsylvania
Princeton University
University of South Florida

Total filled requests 27,349

Requests filled by loan 10,957

Items sent by loan 65,978

Requests filled by document delivery 14,392

Requests filled digitally 2,000

Scanned pages sent 370,290

Downloads of digital items in FY11 45,244

Shared Purchase Contributors
CRL wishes to thank the participating libraries in this year’s Shared Purchase Program:
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In his recent publication, Gavin D. Brockett, Associate 
Professor of Middle East and Islamic History at 
Wilfrid Laurier University, challenges the dominant 
narrative of a united Turkish national identity under 
Atatürk by examining the press history of the nation, 
particularly regional newspapers held by CRL and other 
libraries. How  Happy  to  Call  Oneself  a Turk:  Provincial 
Newspapers  and  the  Negotiation  of  a  Muslim  National 
Identity (University of Texas Press, 2011) traces the 
development of the “national” print culture of Turkey 
from the founding of the state through the transition 
to a multiparty democracy in the 1940s and ’50s. 
Brockett focuses on the press outside metropolitan 
centers to understand how the principles of secularism 
(laiklik) and modernization were perceived beyond the 
Kemalist elite. In analyzing how print contributed to 
the formation of a common national identify, Brockett 
reveals far more complexity than the traditional 
political narrative has previously conveyed.

As a doctoral student at the University of Chicago, 
Brockett never intended to embark on this particular 
research pathway. In searching for articles by a Turkish 
intellectual known to have circulated widely, Brockett 
came across a listing of CRL’s extensive holdings of 
Turkish newspapers. Borne more of curiosity than direct 
research application, Brockett borrowed a selection of 
papers through interlibrary loan. He marveled at the 
variety of news he discovered in these remote papers: 
images from abroad such as President Truman throwing 
the ceremonial first baseball pitch in 1951, and photos and 
political cartoons clipped from foreign media. As he read 
further, however, he began to note the diversity of local 
geographic, political, and religious perspectives promoted 

in the various papers. “To a researcher, opening up those 
wonderful brown paper packets,” Brockett notes, “was 
like striking gold.” Eventually abandoning his original 
research, Brockett started ordering more papers from 
CRL, which were delivered on large trolleys. Brockett 
received space at the university library to store and use 
the papers. After three years of research, he relates, he 
still had not exhausted the collection.

After Brockett completed his doctorate at Chicago, 
he spent a number of years on research to flesh out 
his work into a full publication. Receiving grants, he 
ventured into collections in Ankara and Istanbul to 
supplement the materials found at CRL.

Press laws in Turkey ensured that copies of all published 
works (including newspapers) were deposited in 
several locations. The National Library of Turkey (Millî 
Kütüphane) possesses the most extensive collection 
of newspapers in the country. “There is no question 
the research in Turkey assisted in my work,” Brockett 
notes. “However, it did make me value the comparative 
ease of access to CRL’s collection.” He also appreciated 
the assurance that a second copy of the material was 
accessible should misfortune befall the originals.

Brockett advises libraries to work closely with 
scholars who have intimate knowledge of collections 
and the availability of potential resources. While he 
acknowledges that all libraries have finite resources, 
Brockett encourages institutions to think broadly about 
how to work with researchers to shore up the historical 
record and make these lesser-known but significant 
resources available to future scholars. t

The Turkish newspaper Demokrat Hamle 
(August 30, 1953) is one of the many CRL 
resources Professor Gavin D . Brockett used 
to research his new book, How Happy to Call 
Oneself a Turk: Provincial Newspapers and 
the Negotiation of a Muslim National Identity 
(University of Texas) .

ThE IMPACT OF CRL: RESEARCh

Provincial Turkish Newspapers and Muslim 
National Identity



Primary Source Awards

CRL’s annual Primary Source Awards aim to broaden 
understanding of how researchers, teachers, librarians, and 
others use primary source materials. The 2011 recipients 
demonstrated innovative and creative uses of primary source 
materials: 

• Award for Access
Kelley Wolfe Bachli—Coordinator of the Center 
for Primary Research and Training (CFPRT) at the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
For her work in expanding access to primary source 
materials in the UCLA Library .

• Award for Research
Laura Braden—Ph.D candidate in the Department of 
Sociology, Emory University 
For her use of primary sources in assembling a 
collection of data on artists’ attributes and their 
exhibits in the 1913 International Exhibition of 
Modern Art and subsequent exhibition catalogs and 
art history textbooks .

• Award for Teaching
Dr. Laurie Zittrain Eisenberg—Professor of History at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
For her undergraduate course, “Historical Evidence 
and Interpretation,” working with students to 
compare primary sources with secondary accounts .

Details on the awarded projects appear in CRL’s Spring 
2011 issue of FOCUS on Global Resources.

II. Enhancing Access to 
Collections

While focusing on continuity of service, CRL continued 
to reshape its operations and services in response to 

changing research practices, prioritizing access to content 
through electronic delivery, strategic digitization, and 
licensing or purchase of content in digital format. These 
changes reflect the strategic priorities identified by CRL’s 
board and management in 2008. 

Digital Production at CRL
In FY2011, CRL scanned a total of 538,560 pages in-house 
from its collections. “On Demand” digital delivery—
converting materials in response to patron requests for 
interlibrary loans—made up nearly 73% percent of all in-
house scanning in FY11. CRL supplied scanned documents 
instead of lending the source material 14,997 times to 191 
member libraries.

In June 2011, CRL surpassed three million pages digitized 
for scholars at CRL libraries. This milestone figure represents 
the digital conversion of more than 16,000 titles, all 
discoverable through the CRL catalog as well as OCLC’s 
WorldCat.

CRL scans items for scholars if the scope will allow 
turnaround in five days or less. Items scanned for patrons are 
linked from catalog records and remain available for users to 
download in PDF format. This increases patron access and 
preserves materials in CRL’s collection by scanning rather 
than lending.

“Planned scanning” of titles recommended by CRL and its 
affinity groups makes up the other component of in-house 
digital production. In FY11, items selected for strategic 
digitization included:

<9>

CRL surpassed 

three million pages 

digitized for scholars 

at CRL libraries, 

[which] increases 

patron access and 

preserves materials in 

CRL’s collection.

http://www.crl.edu/primary-source-awards
http://www.crl.edu/focus/article/7264
http://www.crl.edu/focus/article/7265
http://www.crl.edu/focus/article/7266
http://www.crl.edu/focus/spring-2011
http://www.crl.edu/focus/spring-2011
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• Guides to major microform sets held by CRL, to 
facilitate access to the thousands of primary source 
materials contained in these resources. More than 350 
guides have been scanned, including Records of the 
Department of State series, Commonwealth political 
ephemera, and Russian regional archival guides. 

• Microfiche copies of more than 950 titles in CRL’s 
unique collection of newsletters from the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (1933–42), a work relief program 
under Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. These titles 
contain colorful anecdotes, stories, and camp news 
from groups deployed across the country.

• Correspondence and reports from Ojibwe missionary 
Sela G. Wright’s papers at Oberlin College. This 
collaborative digitization of Native American/First 
Tribes special collections material was undertaken 
as a project of CRL’s Undergraduate Research 
Working Group, which aims to identify primary 
source material for CRL digitization to support upper-
level undergraduate coursework and instruction. The 
scanned documents are available through Oberlin’s 
website.

Collaborative Digitization
CRL’s in-house work augments strategic digitization of CRL 
and affiliated material through collaborative digitization 
programs, which added more than 2.9 million pages of 
scanned content to products available to CRL member 
libraries.

Law Library Microform Consortium
In FY11, CRL and the Law Library Microform Consortium 
(LLMC) formed a partnership to identify, preserve, and 
provide digital access to important at-risk primary source 
documents in law and government from U.S. and various 
other national jurisdictions. Through this partnership, CRL 
is expanding the scope of its preservation activities and 
making new primary source digital collections available to 
CRL libraries.

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

14,000

12,000

FY2011FY2010FY2009FY2008FY2007

Planned

On Demand

Number of Items Scanned by CRL,  
FY2007–11

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

14,000

16,000

12,000

FY2011FY2010FY2009FY2008FY2007

N
um

be
r 

of
 D

ig
ita

l D
ow

nl
oa

ds

Members’ Access to CRL Scanned Material, 
FY2007–11

http://www.oberlin.edu/library/digital/sela/index.html
http://www.oberlin.edu/library/digital/sela/index.html


<11>

Beginning in September 2010, researchers at all CRL libraries 
obtained access to the online LLMC-Digital database of legal 
and government-related materials from all world regions. 
This content supports advanced research and teaching in 
many areas, including international relations, global trade, 
environmental policy, U.S. labor politics, civil rights, poverty, 
immigration, and military conflict.

A Global Resources Law joint steering committee was 
formed to identify topics and content for digitization, with 
emphasis on the research interests of CRL libraries in area 
and international studies. In FY11, LLMC scanned more 
than 700 historical legal treatises from CRL’s collections, 
as well as the first 200 of an estimated 2,200 volumes 
of Canadian provincial legislative journals. CRL also 
contributed unique historical publications for LLMC’s Haiti 
Legal Patrimony digitization project, begun in response to 
the devastating 2010 earthquake.

After an initial trial period, CRL will propose terms of 
continued access to the LLMC database, providing an 
equitable method of cost-sharing for all CRL libraries.

World Newspaper Archive
In partnership with Readex, CRL and its member libraries 
continue to add content to the World Newspaper Archive 
(WNA), a collaborative effort to preserve and provide 
persistent access to historical newspapers from around 
the globe. As of June 30, 2011, WNA contained nearly 
two million pages of content selected by CRL and partner 
libraries. Members receive preferential access to WNA 
modules through CRL. Member investment is provided 
directly to CRL and is used for additional conversion activity.

• Latin American Newspapers (launched December 
2008) has 1.2 million pages of content, representing 34 
titles from 11 countries.

• African Newspapers (January 2010) contains more 
than 390,000 pages from 56 titles published in 
countries across sub-Saharan Africa.

• South Asian Newspapers (June 2010) currently makes 
accessible 400,000 fully searchable pages dating from 
the 19th century.

Content planned for FY12 includes East European 
Newspapers (in initial production stages). In June 2011, the 
WNA advisory group approved the development of a second 
module of Latin American Newspapers.

American Periodicals  
from the Center for Research Libraries
Launched in June 2009, American Periodicals from the 
Center for Research Libraries is a selection of historical 
trade and popular periodicals held by CRL and digitized 
in collaboration with ProQuest. Nearly one million pages 
were scanned in FY11 for the collection, which is projected 
to reach three million pages and more than 350 titles by its 
completion later in 2011.

All content is scanned in full color and is text-searchable. 
Titles include The American Annual of Photography 
(1887–1906), The Manufacturer and Builder (1869–97), 
and Pacific Medical & Surgical Journal (1858–1917). Serial 
holdings at the University of Pennsylvania helped CRL fill in 
gaps and add complementary titles, such as The Philadelphia 
Photographer and Railway Age .

Providing electronic access will help protect the brittle originals 
from loss or harm. CRL is archiving the bound serial volumes, 
as well as working with ProQuest to ensure sustainability 
of the digital files. Digital interlibrary loan is provided on 
a volume-by-volume basis for CRL libraries that have not 
purchased the APCRL digital collection from ProQuest.

Technical Report Archive and Image Library
The Technical Report Archive and Image Library 
(TRAIL) project identifies, digitizes, preserves, and provides 
persistent and unrestricted access to U.S. federal technical 
reports in engineering, nuclear science, health and safety, and 
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The Center for Research Libraries has focused a great 
deal of attention on the library partnership aspects of the 
World Newspaper Archive (WNA). However, the resource is 
also gaining scholarly attention as access to the resources 
becomes better known on campus. CRL is interested in 
learning more about the uses and benefits of WNA among 
faculty, scholars, and students, as in the following example:

Peter Limb is the Africana Bibliographer at Michigan 
State University and an Associate Professor (Adjunct) in 
the History Department, where he teaches courses on 
the economic, social, and political history of South Africa.

Dr. Limb’s interest in the World  Newspaper  Archives–
African  Newspapers is twofold: first, as a librarian and 
representative of the Cooperative Africana Microform 
Project (CAMP), from which much of the current 
module’s content has been drawn, and second as an 
African history scholar. Dr. Limb’s current research 
includes the works of African physician and politician A. 
B. Xuma, women in early African politics, comparative 
African-Indian nationalism, and a centenary history of 
the early black newspaper Abantu-Batho.

Limb also appreciates the features included in the Readex 
newspaper platform. “The image preview accompanying 
text searches is useful for interpreting context, 
particularly when a reference may only be to a last 
name or a single word of a title.” He cited references to 
Abantu-Batho, where editors of other newspapers would 
often only include “Abantu” as the source of an article 
from the former. Limb’s work on Abantu-Batho is part of 
a scholarly compilation on the history and publication of 
this important title. Started in 1912 with funding from the 
Queen-Regent of Swaziland, Abantu-Batho supported the 
newly formed South African Native National Congress, 

renamed the African National Congress (ANC) in 1923. 
Abantu-Batho became the official organ of the ANC by 
1928 and was a leading African-owned newspaper in 
South Africa, championing the cause of African nationalism 
until financial troubles forced its closure in 1931.

Despite its historical importance, only fragmentary 
issues remain accessible (CAMP holds microfilm for the 
period April 1930–July 1931). Single copies of Abantu-
Batho are held by various repositories or individuals in 
different countries, but the majority of issues from 1912 
to 1929 remain elusive. 

By using the World  Newspaper  Archive, Limb and his 
colleagues have uncovered references to articles (often 
reproduced wholesale) and letters published by the ANC 
mouthpiece. Piecing these together, the scholars are 
beginning to form a more complete publication history 
of the newspaper, including evidence of a previously 
undiscovered preview edition of the title. “With African 
Newspapers,” Limb describes, “we’re able to widen the 
scope of the material we are able to cite and reproduce 
for the publication, and add to the content of the essays 
we are producing.”

Aside from keyword searching, Limb finds the ability to 
browse and move through issues a distinct advantage over 
text-only databases, particularly for the historian who may 
not be able to pinpoint what terms to search. Searching 
the text of a newspaper only provides certain insight into 
the paper’s history, while full-issue browseability allows 
users to view the overall structure (advertisements, 
photographs, letters, and opinions) and content of the title.

Dr. Limb sees tremendous potential for World Newspaper 
Archive–African  Newspapers, especially as additional 
content is added. He enthuses, “I can see amazing 
possibilities for teaching, by linking to primary sources, 
but we need to brief professors on this.” t

Distinctive masthead of the Central African 
Times (March 7, 1908, Blantyre, Nyasaland) . 
From CRL’s World Newspaper Archive—African 
Newspapers.

ThE IMPACT OF CRL: ACCESS

On Using the World Newspaper Archive: 
Africa
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other scientific and technical fields. The project focuses on 
public domain legacy collections produced and distributed 
prior to 1975.

To date, more than two million pages have been scanned, 
including materials from the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, National Bureau of Standards, and U.S. Bureau 
of Mines. These reports—over 20,000 currently accessible—
may be accessed through TRAIL’s new robust search 
platform (www.technicalreports.org). 

TRAIL plays a critical role in ensuring permanence for 
these legacy resources, both through enhanced cataloging 
and shared management of physical collections. This fiscal 
year, TRAIL scanned more than 6,000 items (over 300,000 
pages); completed eight report series, including Technical 
Progress Report (U.S. Bureau of Mines) and Research 
Report (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services); added 20 new 
participating institutions to its membership roster; and 
implemented a new digital content platform, maintained by 
the University of Washington Libraries.

Digital South Asia Library
The Digital South Asia Library (DSAL) concluded its grant 
project funded through CRL by the Department of Education’s 
Technical Innovation and Cooperation for Foreign 
Information Access (TICFIA) program. Through this grant, 
DSAL created 122,294 bibliographic and 18,336 authority 
records for the South Asia Union Catalogue, a historical 
bibliography describing books and periodicals published in 
the region from 1556 through the present. Completed records 
were added to OCLC’s WorldCat database. 

DSAL also completed digital conversion of the audio and 
transcripts of the Gramophone Recordings from the 
Linguistic Survey of India. Intended as a supplement to Sir 
George A. Grierson’s Linguistic Survey of India published 
between 1904 and 1927, the 242 recordings of stories, 
songs, and poems were collected by provincial governments 
of British-ruled India. 

Electronic Resource Offers

In response to member recommendations and previous 
offers, CRL included offers of favorable terms for three 
electronic resources on the FY11 Purchase Proposal ballot, 
which were taken up by 33 libraries: 

• Electronic Enlightenment (Oxford University Press)
• Foreign Office Files for India, Pakistan, and 

Afghanistan . Part One Independence, Partition 
and the Nehru Era, 1947–1964 (Adams Matthew 
Education)

• Times of India Online (ProQuest LLC).

In January 2011, CRL obtained offers for five additional 
electronic resources based on member interest. These 
resources received a very positive response, with 48 members 
purchasing one or more of the following:

• British Records on the Atlantic World (Microform 
Academic Publishers)

• Foreign Office Files for China, 1949–1980 (Adam 
Matthew Education)

• India Raj and Empire: Manuscript Collections from 
the National Library of Scotland (Adam Matthew 
Education)

• Sabin Americana 1500–1926 (Gale/Cengage)
• Social Explorer (Oxford University Press).

Moving forward, CRL will focus on areas that represent its 
greatest established strengths, including news and news-
related information (such as historical economic, financial, 
demographic, and public opinion data, government and 
NGO-produced documents and information), international 
content not readily accessible through mainstream channels, 
and other primary source materials.

CRL will cooperate with the major regional consortia in 
which its members participate to minimize redundancy and 
maximize gain for its member libraries. 

Map from The Indian Empire by J .G . Bar-
tholomew (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1907-
1909) . From the Digital South Asia Library .

http://www.technicalreports.org
http://www.technicalreports.org
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/lsi/
http://dsal.uchicago.edu/lsi/
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Metadata and Cataloging Statistics

CRL’s catalog contains more than 1.8 million records, 
including metadata related to digitized resources. CRL 
provides record sets to members that wish to upload all or 
selected portions of CRL content into their local systems. 
CRL also contributes to numerous consortial catalogs. CRL 
redesigned its catalog interface in 2011 to enhance discovery 
and access by facilitate use by patrons and librarians. 

CRL completed the retrospective cataloging of South Asian 
and Southeast Asian microfiche produced by the Library of 
Congress field offices in Jakarta, Indonesia, and New Delhi, 
India. These materials represent unique resources frequently 
not otherwise available due to their fragility, short supply, 
or voluminous or scattered nature. CRL’s collection includes 
31,870 titles acquired through this program.

Global Resources Projects
CRL provides an administrative umbrella for the Global 
Resources Network (GRN) projects, communities of 
interest that extend the abilities of CRL libraries to identify, 
access, and preserve valuable scholarly material. It supports 
international studies through the collaborative preservation 
and exchange of knowledge and source materials. In 2011, 
the GRN lent considerable support to CRL’s broad strategic 
objectives, contributing content and expertise to events, 
reviews, and activities. 

• The Collaborative Initiative for French Language 
Collections (CIFNAL) began work on a new catalog 
of digitized French pamphlets. The catalog will be a 
database linking users to full-text, digital facsimiles 
of French pamphlets made accessible by CIFNAL 
member institutions, international partners, and other 
open access digital library collections, such as the 
Bibliothèque Nationale de France’s Gallica collection. 
CIFNAL also added 32 texts from the University 
of California at Berkeley’s Bancroft Library to the 
Bibliothèque Bleue project, hosted by ARTFL.

• The German North-American Resources 
Partnership (GNARP) continues to offer electronic 
databases for acquisition by members, including the 
new product Library Information Portal (offered 
through German publisher Brockhaus Duden Neue 
Medien GmbH), which includes the Brockhaus 
Enzyklopädie in 30 volumes, as well as a variety 
of Duden, Brockhaus, and other reference works. 
GNARP also initiated a new scholarship program 
for librarians, allowing two participants—one from 
the United States, one from Germany—to travel and 
exchange expertise with colleagues abroad. Funding 
partners are Goethe Institut and Bibliothek & 
Information International. 

• The Latin Americanist Research Resources Project 
(LARRP) continues to digitize publications from Latin 
American social science organizations through its 
Latin American Open Archives Portal. LAOAP added 
monographs from the Instituto de Estudios Peruanos, 
an institution dedicated to research, teaching, and 
dissemination of social studies on Peru and other Latin 
American countries. 

• The Digital Library for International Research (DLIR) 
recently concluded its “Local Archives and Libraries 
at Overseas Research Centers” project (funded by the 
TICFIA program). The project surveyed nearly 500 
libraries and archives in countries with participating 
American Overseas Research Centers to create a 
research profile and directory for scholars. In addition, 
the project digitized nearly 8,000 photographs 
from the collection of photographer Moustapha 
Bouchoucha, located at the Beit El Bennani library in 
Tunisia, and loaded more than 22,000 Arabic records 
into the DLIR Union Catalog.

Metadata added to 
records for digitized
items

2,700

Total Cataloged 6,886 (579 Area Studies)

Dissertations 1,371

Monographs 2,388 (442 Area Studies)

Serials 2,166 (73 Area Studies)

Newspapers 225 (64 Area Studies)

Cataloging Statistics for  
July 2010–June 2011

http://catalog.crl.edu
http://www.dlir.org
http://www.dlir.org/component/lalorcsurvey/?view=home
http://www.dlir.org/component/lalorcsurvey/?view=home
http://catalog.crl.edu/search~S6/
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Superior Tribunal Military document, 1970 . 
From the Brasil: Nunca Mais collection, which 
contains one million pages from the cases of 
more than 7,000 persons arrested, convicted, 
and/or executed by Brazil’s Military Supreme 
Court between 1964 and 1979 . Copied in 
secrecy, the official records document human 
rights violations by the military government in 
Brazil during this period .

In June 2011, the Center for Research Libraries and 
LAMP announced a major partnership effort with the 
Ministério Público Federal in Brazil to digitize nearly 
one million pages of the collection Brasil: Nunca Mais, 
which contains court documents (processos) from 
Brazil’s Military Supreme Court. These proceedings 
document the cases of more than 7,000 persons 
arrested, convicted, and/or executed by the Court 
between 1964 and 1979. 

In 1979, a group of religious officials and lawyers began 
an extremely ambitious project: to access records of the 
Superior Tribunal Militar (STM) containing information and 
evidence of human rights violations committed by agents 
of the repressive apparatus of the state during the military 
dictatorship (then still in power). The project aimed to 
avoid possible loss of the documents due to destruction 
during the country’s democratization process. The parties 
involved in the effort—including lawyers involved in the 
defense of political prisoners—viewed the preservation 
of these records as essential for future study on this phase 
of Brazil’s history. 

The project’s founders realized that the processos could 
be accessed and taken off site for reproduction, taking 
advantage of a 24-hour period permitted by the Court 
to remand the cases. Reverend James Wright of the 
United Presbyterian Church of Brazil and Cardinal Dom 
Paulo Evaristo Arns, archbishop of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of São Paulo, volunteered to coordinate the 
activities from São Paulo. 

After nearly six years of working in secrecy, the organizers 
completed the task. Reproduction of the 707 lawsuits 
consulted totaled about one million copies on paper and 
543 rolls of microfilm. The project team also created a 

12-volume index that contained, among other data: (i) 
how many prisoners passed through the military courts, 
(ii) how many were formally charged, (iii) how many 
were arrested, (iv) how many people reported having 
been tortured, (v) how many people disappeared, (vi) 
what methods of torture were practiced, and (vii) where 
prisoners were detained. 

In June 1987, LAMP chair Laura Gutierrez-Witt 
(University of Texas at Austin) proposed that the 
collection come to LAMP, where it would be widely 
accessible to researchers from academic and research 
institutions throughout North America. Wright agreed, 
and the original 543 rolls of microfilm with the full 
contents of the cases were sent to the Latin American 
Microform Project (LAMP) at the Center for Research 
Libraries in October 1987. 

In January 2011, Marlon Alberto Weichert (Procurador 
Regional da República, Ministério Público Federal) 
contacted CRL to explore a partnership to digitize the 
full collection of reels. LAMP’s Executive Committee 
readily agreed to collaborate on this endeavor. LAMP 
contributed duplicate negatives of the reels for 
scanning in Brazil. The collection of case files, indexes 
to the collection, supporting documentation, and other 
materials related to the project are currently being 
scanned at the Arquivo Público do Estado de São Paulo, 
after which the files will be accessible as open access 
material on the Internet. 

CRL and LAMP are pleased to have been guardians of the 
Brasil: Nunca Mais collection until it could be made more 
broadly accessible. After more than 40 years of relative 
obscurity, the Brasil: Nunca Mais Digital project seeks to 
restore this valuable contribution to Brazil’s historical 
and cultural patrimony, while boosting the availability of 
the material for research by civil society and Brazilians 
seeking the truth. t

ThE IMPACT OF CRL: PRESERvATION

Nunca Mais: human Rights Evidence 
Rediscovered

http://www.crl.edu/area-studies/lamp/
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Area Microform Projects

CRL continues its ongoing commitment to long-term 
preservation of primary resources through the Area 
Microform Projects (AMPs). These programs promote 
preservation and accessibility of unique, scarce, or 
endangered research material, and work with international 
institutions to preserve their collections in both traditional 
and electronic formats. Highlights of accomplishments in 
FY11 include:

• The Cooperative Africana Materials Project (CAMP) 
continued to support the filming of newspapers 
received by the Library of Congress Nairobi office. 
Titles from Cameroon recently preserved include 
L’Anecdote (1997–2005), The Guardian Post (2001–
05), La Nouvelle presse (2001–07), and more. CAMP 
also preserved Taxaw (1977–81), a political journal 
from Senegal edited by the noted Pan-African activist 
Cheikh Anta Diop.

• LAMP purchased copies of Encuesta de Folklore de la 
Argentina (1921), a unique collection of Argentinean 
songs, poetry, and folktales. LAMP is also supporting 
the digitization of the Brasil: Nunca Mais collection.

• The Middle East Microform Project (MEMP) 
microfilmed a vast set of pamphlets and ephemera 
about the Arab world. The Arabic Pamphlet Collection 
(comprised of 39 sets of thematically arranged 
content) contains approximately 4,000 pamphlets, 
reports, and publications collected by distinguished 
Library of Congress Middle East librarian and scholar 
George Atiyeh. In addition, MEMP completed the 
incorporation of records for the Cosroe Chaquèri 
Collection of Iranian Left-wing materials into the CRL 
catalog and WorldCat. Microfilmed from originals at 
Harvard University, the collection of more than 1,000 
items includes pamphlets and other ephemeral material 
issued by dissident political groups opposing the 
regime of Muhammad Riza Shah Pahlavi (r. 1941–79).

• The South Asia Microform Project (SAMP) completed 
the digitization of the Dastan-i Amir Hamzah, a 

complete set of volumes published by Newal Kishore 
Press (1889–1917) of the epic story of Amīr Hamzā, 
tales evolved from centuries of oral recitation.

• The Southeast Asia Microform Project (SEAM) 
acquired eight reels of unpublished papers, articles, 
and speeches from the Institute of Philippine Culture, 
the noted social science research organization based at 
Ateneo de Manila University.

• The Slavic and East European Microform Project 
(SEEMP) acquired 36 reels of Zapoliar’e (1952–70) 
a Russian regional paper from Vorkuta (one of the 
largest centers of Gulag camps in European Russia and 
one of the largest coal-mining centers in Europe during 
the Soviet period). In addition, SEEMP completed 
the filming of 12 limited-run Cossack newspapers 
published during World War II, several of which were 
also digitized and are now available through CRL.

Area studies programs (AMPs)

Collections storage/maintenance

Cataloging and metadata

Conversion of materials

Service and delivery

Acquisitions

Acquisitions
$2,120,988

Service and
delivery

$923,827

Cataloging
and metadata

$782,728

Collections storage/
maintenance

$433,462

Conversion
of materials
$571,886

Area studies
programs (AMPs)

$774,809

CRL Expenses: Support for 
Collections and Services, 

FY2011
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III. Informing Collection 
Development

CRL supports informed investment in collections by 
libraries in its community, through a variety of tools, 

workshops, and forums, including CRL’s Global Resources 
Forum, access to The Charleston Advisor, and assessment 
initiatives for digital and print archives. 

Global Resources Forum
At the April 2010 annual council meeting, CRL launched 
the Global Resources Forum (GRF). Building on 
CRL’s tradition of cooperative area studies collection 
development, the Forum is a framework for sharing 
collection information, expertise, and analysis. The 
program promotes informed investment in digital resources 
and services, and responsible, cost-effective stewardship of 
physical collections.

The Forum consists of online resources and virtual and in-
person discussions, including:

• Teleconferences, webinars, and periodic roundtables 
for exchange of information and best practices on 
investing in primary source databases and other 
specialized electronic resources, serials collection 
building, and print and digital archiving;

• Timely, critical assessments of the cost, content, and 
performance of major humanities and social science 
databases. Reviews are posted on CRL’s website 
or recommended for The Charleston Advisor, a 
quarterly review of licensed databases and electronic 
resources; 

• In-depth evaluations and cost-benefit analyses of 
digital repositories and archives services, such as 
Portico, HathiTrust, CLOCKSS;

• Tools to support collaborative efforts in collection-
management and analysis, such as CRL’s print 
archives registry prototype;

• Topic guides to selected CRL collections with 
enhanced information on collecting in these areas.

Participation in Forum programming is a regular benefit of 
CRL membership. As of July 1, 2011, non-CRL libraries and 
consortia are eligible to participate in Forum activities on an 
annual fee basis.

In FY11, Forum events included:
• The Global Water-2010 and Beyond roundtable, 

sponsored by CRL and the Greater Western Library 
Alliance, for librarians, scholars, and archivists on data 
and documentation relating to water, the environment, 
and public policy, in Denver;

• A preconference workshop at the Charleston 
Conference: The Radically Different Future of 
Collection Development; 

• Periodic webinars to highlight collection challenges, 
CRL resources, and current trends in scholarly research 
in various subject areas;

• Teleconferences to share information on commercial 
digitization of foreign and U.S. newspaper holdings 
(notably The Times of India, announced last spring by 
ProQuest).

Resource Analysis
CRL Preservation Analysis of Electronic News
CRL conducted an analysis for the Library of Congress 
Office of Strategic Initiatives on the “lifecycle” of news 
content in the electronic environment. With the current 
ascent of digital media as the locus of news reporting and 
distribution, traditional preservation models will no longer 
ensure future access to a comprehensive journalistic record.

CRL’s report, Preserving News in the Digital 
Environment: Mapping the Newspaper Industry 
in Transition, examines news content published in 
newspapers and online, providing an overview of sourcing, 
production, and distribution workflows and systems. The 

CRL/GRF Webinars Conducted  
in FY2011:
• African Resources (July 2010)
•  Digital Resources in Law and Government 

(September 2010)
• Water Resources (January 2011)
• Shared Print Archiving Initiatives (February 2011)
• Medieval Resources (March 2011) (below)

Many of these presentations were recorded and 
are available on the CRL website and on CRL’s 
YouTube channel.

Image from The Babees’ Book: Medieval 
Manners for the Young by Edith Rickert 
(London, Chatto and Windus; New York, 
Duffield & co ., 1923) . From CRL collections .

http://www.crl.edu/forum/
http://www.crl.edu/forum/reviews/
http://www.charlestonco.com/
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/digital-archives/
http://www.crl.edu/profile/portico
http://www.crl.edu/profile/hathitrust
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/papr/database
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/papr/database
http://www.crl.edu/collections/topics/
http://www.crl.edu/membership/make-most-your-crl-membership/webinars
http://www.crl.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/pages/LCreport_final.pdf
http://www.crl.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/pages/LCreport_final.pdf
http://www.crl.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/pages/LCreport_final.pdf
http://www.crl.edu/events/6614
http://www.crl.edu/events/6733
http://www.crl.edu/events/6818
http://www.crl.edu/events/7078
http://www.crl.edu/events/7109
http://www.youtube.com/crldotedu
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overview is intended to form the basis for a rational and 
effective strategy for libraries to preserve news in electronic 
formats.

Assessment and Certification  
of Digital Repositories
In March 2011, CRL completed its preservation audit 
of HathiTrust (www.HathiTrust.org), certifying that 
it generally complies with the criteria included in the 
Trustworthy Repositories Audit and Certification Checklist 
(TRAC), and other metrics CRL developed through its 
various digital repository assessment activities. CRL 
certification addresses the repository’s ability to preserve 
and manage digital files of books digitized by the University 
of Michigan, Google, and the Internet Archive, as well as 
comparable files submitted by other providers. 

Supporting Print Archives
Support for Print Archiving and Collection 
Management
In January 2011, CRL began to work with the California 
Digital Library to develop a Print Archives Preservation 
Registry (PAPR). PAPR will support research library and 
consortial efforts to archive and manage critical print serial 
collections in an informed and cost-effective manner. PAPR 
will feature a searchable database of information about 
current print archiving programs and holdings worldwide. 
Initially, the system will manage information about the 
archived holdings of CRL, certain CRL partner libraries, and 
the Western Regional Storage Trust.

Under an agreement with CRL, the California Digital 
Library is providing system design and development services 
and will initially host the PAPR database and system 
beginning in June 2012.

CRL also engaged Ithaka S+R to advise on the further 

development of its “knowledge base” and related tools 
for library collection decision-making. These will augment 
existing CRL services and activities that support strategic 
development and management of collections at the local and 
regional level. 

Cooperative Print Archiving by Discipline
In 2010, the Center for Research Libraries received 
a two-year grant from the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services National Leadership Grant program 
to establish a model for cooperative, coordinated 
management of physical collections. The project, entitled 
Cooperative Print Archiving by Discipline: Developing 
an Infrastructure to Sustain Scholarly Resources, focuses 
initially on the fields of Law and Agriculture and will 
build a sustainable and scalable plan for cooperative 
management of legacy print materials at the local, 
regional, state, and national levels.

Work on both domains will proceed simultaneously in four 
phases:

• Assemble supporting information base (see above, 
“Support for Print Archiving and Collection 
Management”)

• Document the extant archiving conditions and services 
as a baseline for standards

• Create consensus on expanding the archives and 
services

• Develop and implement expanded archiving 
agreements.

CRL is working with the Law Library Microform 
Consortium and the U.S. Agricultural Information Network 
to create sustainable and scalable frameworks in the fields of 
Law and Agriculture. 

CRL JSTOR Print Archive
CRL has been collecting and archiving JSTOR print 
volumes since 2001. As CRL libraries constitute a 

The South Asia Microform Project (SAMP) 
made available on microfilm and in electronic 
format the epic Dastan-i Amir Hamzah.

http://www.HathiTrust.org
http://www.cdlib.org/about/
http://www.cdlib.org/about/
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/papr
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/papr
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significant subscriber base for JSTOR, CRL created the 
print archive as a backup for providing original volumes 
to researchers in instances where the electronic version is 
incomplete or insufficient. At the end of the year, the CRL 
print archive contained full coverage of 1,287 titles (out of 
1,837 JSTOR titles). CRL welcomes donations of titles and 
volumes. More details are available on CRL’s JSTOR Print 
Archive web page. t The cooperative print 

archiving project 

focuses initially on 

the fields of Law and 

Agriculture and will 

build a sustainable 

and scalable plan 

for cooperative 

management 

of legacy print 

materials at the 

local, regional, state, 

and national levels.

<19>

http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/crl-administered/jstor
http://www.crl.edu/archiving-preservation/print-archives/crl-administered/jstor
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What may look like long-forgotten, dusty government 
documents found in the recesses of most major libraries 
are actually relevant technical reports still invaluable 
to researchers around the world. Many libraries hold 
technical reports as part of government documents 
collections the Government Printing Office distributed 
to their depository libraries. This program, known as the 
Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), requires 
retention of materials in accordance with federal law 
and regional procedural guidelines.

With space at a premium and facing current economic 
realities, many libraries feel the burden of housing and 
maintaining the large volume of depository materials. A 
number of libraries, including two regional depositories, 
tasked with retaining all items received through the 
FDLP, have given up depository status in recent years. 
The Technical Report Archive and Image Library (TRAIL) 
project provides an advantageous situation for all 
concerned parties. Researchers do not lose access to 
needed technical reports; library administrators can begin 
to reclaim space for other uses; and librarians can provide 
improved and permanent access at little or no cost. Most 
importantly, these legacy technical reports will continue to 
impact the work of researchers for untold years to come.

TRAIL is diligently finding, collecting, cataloging, and 
digitizing pre-1975 federal technical reports on the verge 
of disappearing. TRAIL contacts current agencies to make 
certain that efforts do not duplicate any digitization 
plans. To date, TRAIL is collecting and digitizing technical 
report series from the following federal agencies: 
Atomic Energy Commission, Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, Department of Commerce, Energy Research and 
Development Administration, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Environmental Science Services Administration, 
Federal Energy Administration, Fish and Wildlife, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, National Bureau 

of Standards, National Science Foundation, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Office of Saline Waters, and the 
United States Bureau of Mines. 

TRAIL is also digitizing the vast body of technical reports 
produced by the National Bureau of Standards (NBS), 
which includes a variety of topics including energy-
efficient heat pumps, the time signal, and the metric 
system. The agency explored research into energy 
alternatives including electric and solar energy, a topic 
of increasing current interest. In the 1920s, NBS began 
continuously broadcasting the time signal via radio station 
WWV, a service continued today by WWVB, operated by 
NBS successor the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST). The NBS adopted the metric system 
as its standard in 1964, preceding the effort to convert 
the United States to the system in the 1970s. 

The digitized reports found in TRAIL have affected 
researchers around the world. For example, the U.S. 
Bureau of Mines Bulletins series has provided researchers 
with information still useful today. USBM Bulletin 133: The 
Wet Thiogen  Process  for  Recovering  Sulphur  from  Sulphur 
Dioxide  in  Smelter  Gases: A  Critical  Study has been used 
for current mine operations, and USBM  Bulletin  627: 
Flammability Characteristics of Combustible Gases and Vapors 
provided relevant information on the flammability of gases.

The online accessibility of these digitized technical reports 
eliminates the weeks of wait time it takes to order and 
receive print copies. Others have noted that the TRAIL 
site eases research efforts, saving time and travel expenses.

The TRAIL government documents and engineering 
librarians continue to search for pre-1975, federal 
technical report series to add to this well-received 
legacy project. They welcome any suggestions from 
colleagues and the scientific community on other report 
series to review for digitization or an agency to review 
for potential technical reports. Please contact TRAIL for 
suggestions or comments. t

Diagram of a uranium scrap drum shipping 
container . From Nuclear Safety in Manufac-
turing Plants by James E . McLaughlin (New 
York: Health and Safety Laboratory, United 
States Atomic Energy Commission, 1959) . 
From TRAIL collections .

ThE IMPACT OF CRL: COLLABORATION

Technical Report Archive  
and Image Library
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CRL Board Members for FY2011 
Elected April 2009

Fred Heath, Chair
Vice Provost
University of Texas at Austin

Paul Courant, Vice Chair
University Librarian and Dean of Libraries
University of Michigan

Leslie Weir, Secretary
University Librarian
University of Ottawa

Sarah C. Michalak, Treasurer
Associate Provost and University Librarian
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Edward S. Macias
Provost, Executive Vice Chacellor for Academic Affairs
Washington University in St. Louis

Deborah Carver
Dean of Libraries
University of Oregon

Richard Fyffe
Rosenthal Librarian of the College
Grinnell College

Susan Gibbons
University Librarian
Yale University

James Grossman
Executive Director
American Historical Association

Charles Henry
President
Council on Library and Information Resources

Peter Lange
Provost
Duke University 

Earl Lewis
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
Emory University

Susan D. Martin
Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
University of Tennessee

James Mullins
Dean of Libraries and Professor
Purdue University

Joyce L. Ogburn
University Librarian & Director, J. Willard Marriott 

Library
University of Utah

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio
Center for Research Libraries

Yvonne Jefferson, staff liaison
Center for Research Libraries

Raymond Sallay, staff liaison
Center for Research Libraries

Board of Directors, 
Officers, and Staff
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Executive Committee

Fred Heath, Chair
University of Texas at Austin

Paul Courant
University of Michigan

Leslie Weir
University of Ottawa

Sarah C. Michalak
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Edward S. Macias
Washington University in St. Louis

Budget & Finance Committee

Sarah C. Michalak, Chair
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Paul Courant
University of Michigan

James A. Cogswell
University of Missouri-Columbia

Rick Schwieterman
OCLC, Inc. 

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio
Center for Research Libraries

Membership Committee

Leslie Weir, Chair
University of Ottawa

Nancy Allen
University of Denver

Sarah Pritchard
Northwestern University

Carton Rogers
University of Pennsylvania

Louis Pitschmann 
University of Alabama

Dr. Vicki Williamson 
University of Saskatchewan

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio
Center for Research Libraries 

Don Dyer, staff liaison
Center for Research Libraries 

human Resources Committee

Sherrie Schmidt, Chair
Arizona State University

Carolyn Henderson Allen
University of Arkansas

Mary Case
University of Illinois at Chicago

Sheila Johnson
Oklahoma State University

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio
Center for Research Libraries
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Nominating Committee

Sarah C. Michalak, Chair
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Barbara Dewey
University of Tennessee

Kenneth Frazier
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Bart Harlow
St. Lawrence University

Earl Lewis
Emory University

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio

Center for Research Libraries

Collections Services and Policy Committee

Richard Fyffe, Chair
Grinnell College

Winston Atkins
Duke University

Sharon Farb 
University of California, Los Angeles

Dan Hazen 
Harvard University

Scott Mackenzie 
Simon Fraser University

Jeanne Richardson 
Arizona State University

Bryan Skib 
University of Michigan

Michael Stoller 
New York University

Bernard F. Reilly, ex officio
Center for Research Libraries 

CRL Executive and Managerial Staff

Bernard F. Reilly
President

Yvonne Jefferson
Assistant to the President

Raymond Sallay
Controller

James Simon
Director of International Resources,  

and Director, Global Resources Network

Mary Wilke
Member Liaison and Outreach Services Director

Amy Wood
Director of Technical Services

Patricia Xia
Director of Information Systems

Kevin Wilks
Head, Access Services

Patricia Finney
Head, Stack Management

Virginia Kerr
Digital Program Manager

Don Dyer
Membership and Communications Coordinator

Image from Electricity at the Columbian 
Exposition by John Patrick Barrett (Chicago: 
R .R . Donnelley, 1894) . From CRL collections .
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Adler School of Professional 
Psychology

University of Akron
University of Alabama
University of Alberta
University of Arizona
Arizona State University 
University of Arkansas
Arkansas State University
Art Institute of Chicago, School of
Athabasca University
Benedictine University
Binghamton University
Bowling Green State University 
Brigham Young University
University of British Columbia
Brock University
University of Calgary
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
Canisius College
Carleton College 
Carleton University 
Carnegie Mellon University
Carroll College 
Case Western Reserve University 
University of Central Florida
Chicago State University 
University of Chicago
University of Cincinnati
Claremont Colleges
Clemson University 
Colby College

Colgate University
College of William & Mary
Colorado College 
University of Colorado
Columbia University 
University of Connecticut
Cornell University 
Dartmouth College
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
DePaul University
University of Denver
Duke University
Emory University 
Field Museum
Florida Atlantic University 
Florida International University
Florida State University 
University of Florida
George Mason University 
Georgia Southern University
Georgia State University
University of Georgia
Grambling State University
Grinnell College
Harvard University 
Hope College
University of Houston
Illinois College
Illinois Wesleyan University
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University 
Iowa State University 
University of Iowa
Johns Hopkins–Nitze School of 

Advanced International Studies
Kansas State University 

University of Kansas
Kent State University 
University of Kentucky
Knox College
Lake Forest College
Lakehead University
Le Moyne College
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University of Chicago
University of Manitoba
Marquette University 
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts Amherst
University of Massachusetts Boston
McGill University 
McMaster University
Miami University of Ohio
Michigan State University
University of Michigan
Middlebury College
Millikin University
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of Missouri-Columbia
University of Missouri-Kansas City
Monmouth College
National Humanities Center
University of New Mexico 
New York Public Library 
New York University 
Newberry Library
North Carolina State University
University of North Carolina
University of North Florida
University of North Texas
University of Northern British 

Columbia
Northern Illinois University 
Northwestern University 
University of Notre Dame

Voting Members

Member Institutions  
for Fiscal Year 2011
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Ohio State University 
Ohio University 
OhioLINK
Oklahoma State University
University of Oklahoma
Olivet Nazarene University
Ontario College of Art & Design
Oregon State University 
University of Oregon
University of Ottawa
Pennsylvania State University 
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Princeton Theological Seminary
Princeton University 
Purdue University 
Queen’s University
Reed College
University of Regina
Rochester Institute of Technology
University of Rochester
Rutgers University 
University of Saskatchewan
Siena College
Simon Fraser University
Skidmore College
University of the South
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
University of Southern California
St. Lawrence University
Stony Brook University
Temple University
University of Tennessee
Texas A & M University
Texas Tech University
University of Texas-Austin
University of Texas-San Antonio

University of Toronto
Trent University
Tulane University 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Utah State University
University of Utah
Valparaiso University 
Vanderbilt University 
Vassar College
University of Vermont
University of Victoria
Virginia Tech
University of Virginia
Washington University in St. Louis
University of Washington
Wayne State University
Western Michigan University 
University of Western Ontario
Wilfrid Laurier University
Williams College
University of Windsor
Winona State University
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Wright State University
Yale University 
York University

University of Hong Kong
Global Members

Detail of May 1927 front cover of Hardware 
Dealer magazine . From American Periodicals 
from the Center for Research Libaries .
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Antioch College
Ashland University
Athenaeum of Ohio
Baldwin-Wallace College
Belmont Technical College
Bluffton College
Capital University 
Cedarville College
Central Ohio Technical College
Central State University
Cincinnati Christian University
Cincinnati State Technical and 

Community College
Clark State Community College
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland State University
College of Mount Saint Joseph
College of Wooster
Columbus College of Art and Design
Columbus State Community College
Cuyahoga State Community College
Defiance College
Denison University
Edison State Community College
University of Findlay
Franciscan University
Franklin University
Heidelberg College
Hiram College
Hocking Technical College
James Rhodes State College
Jefferson Technical College
John Carroll University
Kenyon College
Lakeland Community College
Lorain Community College
Lourdes College
Malone College
Marietta College

Marion Technical College
Medical College of Ohio
Mercy College
Mount Carmel College of Nursing
Mount Union College
Mount Vernon Nazarene College
Muskingum College
Myers University
North Central Technical College
Northeastern Ohio University College 

of Medicine
Northwest State Community College
Notre Dame College of Ohio
Oberlin College
Ohio Dominican College
Ohio Northern University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Otterbein College
Owens Community College
Rio Grande Community College
Shawnee State University
Sinclair Community College
Southern State Community College
Stark State Community College
State Library of Ohio
Terra Technical College
Tiffin University
University of Toledo
Urbana University
Ursuline College
Walsh University
Washington State Community College
Wilberforce College
Wilmington College
Wittenberg College
Xavier University
Youngstown State University
Zane State College

Association of Research Libraries 
(ARL)

Online Computer Library Center 
(OCLC)

Research Libraries Group (RLG)

Global Resources Network Members
Brown University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Tech
Monash University
Library of Congress (ICON)
British Library (ICON)

Group Members Affiliate Members



Members
Afrika-Studiecentrum (Leiden, The 

Netherlands)
Bodleian Library of Commonwealth & 

African Studies at Rhodes House
Boston University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Cambridge, African 

Studies Center 
University of Chicago 
Columbia University 
Cornell University 
Dartmouth College 
Duke University 
Emory University 
University of Florida 
Georgetown University 
Harvard University 
Harry S. Truman Research Institute, 

Hebrew University 
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 
Indiana University 
University of Iowa 
University of Kansas 
Library of Congress 
School of Oriental and African Studies, 

University of London 
Michigan State University 
University of Michigan 
University of Minnesota 
New York Public Library 
New York University 
University of North Carolina 
Northwestern University 
University of Notre Dame
Ohio State University 
Ohio University 

University of Pennsylvania 
Princeton University 
Queen’s University 
Rutgers University 
Scandinavian Institute of African 

Studies
Stanford University 
Syracuse University
Temple University 
University of Virginia 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Yale University

Members
University of Alberta
Brigham Young University
Brown University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Chicago
University of Colorado, Boulder
Cornell University
University of Denver
Duke University
University of Florida
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
John Carter Brown Library
Johns Hopkins University
University of Manitoba
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of North Carolina
Northwestern University
University of Notre Dame
University of Ottawa
University of Pennsylvania
Princeton University
Reed College
Stanford University
University of Toronto
University of Utah
Vanderbilt University
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

Cooperative Africana Materials Project (CAMP) Collaborative Initiative for French 
Language Collections (CIFNAL)
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Masthead of Kazak newspaper, June 28, 1944. 
From CRL collections.
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Members
University of Alberta
Brigham Young University
Brown University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Chicago
University of Cincinnati
University of Colorado, Boulder
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
University of Delaware
Duke University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
Johns Hopkins University
University of Kentucky
Library of Congress
University of Manitoba
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Michigan
Michigan State University 
University of Minnesota
New York University
University of North Carolina
Northwestern University
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
Princeton University
Rice University
Rutgers University

Suffolk University
University of Toronto
University of Utah
Vanderbilt University
Washington University
University of Washington
University of Waterloo
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

German Partners
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek
Goethe-Institue, New York
Humboldt Universität zu Berlin
Niedersächsische Staats- und 

Unversitätsbibliothek Göttingen
Unversitätsbibliothek Tübingen
Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek 

Sachsen-Anhalt, Halle

German-North American Resources Partnership (GNARP)
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Members
Brigham Young University
Brown University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine 
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Chicago
Columbia University
University of Connecticut
Cornell University
Duke University
Emory University
University of Florida
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
Library of Congress
University of Massachusetts-Amherst
University of Miami
Michigan State University
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of New Mexico
New Mexico State University
New York Public Library
New York University
University of North Carolina
University of Notre Dame
Ohio State University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Princeton University

Rice University
Rutgers University
University of Southern California
Stanford University
University of Texas
University of Toronto
Tulane University
Vanderbilt University
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

LAMP

CRL recently digitized an 1890 volume on 
Electricity in Daily Life. Other newly scanned 
titles are noted on our Digital Collections 
page . From Electricity in Daily Life by Cyrus 
F . Brackett, et al . (New York: C . Scribner’s 
Sons, 1890) . From CRL collections .
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Members
University of Arizona
Arizona State University
Biblioteca Inca 
Boston College
Brigham Young University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
Centro de Investigaciones Regionales 

de Mesoamerica 
Columbia University
University of Connecticut
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Duke University
Emory University
University of Florida
Florida International University
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
Instituto de Estudios Peruanos
Inter-American Development Bank
University of Kansas
Library of Congress
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Miami
University of Michigan
Michigan State University
University of Minnesota
University of New Mexico
New York University
University of North Carolina

University of Notre Dame
Ohio State University
Ohio University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Princeton University
Universidad de Puerto Rico, Rio 

Piedras
Rice University
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 

do Sul 
Rutgers University
Universidade de San Andres
University of South Florida
University of Southern California
Syracuse University
University of Texas
University of Toronto
Tulane University
Vanderbilt University
University of the West Indies/ 

St. Augustine 
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

Latin Americanist Research Resources Partnership  
(LARRP)

Middle East Microform Project 
(MEMP)
Members
American University in Cairo
University of Arizona
Brigham Young University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
Columbia University
Duke University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
Library of Congress
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
New York Public Library
New York University
University of North Carolina
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
Princeton University
University of Southern California
Stanford University
University of Texas
University of Washington
Washington University
Yale University

Front page of the September 18, 1919 Ceylon 
Observer. Part of the World Newspaper Archive, 
South Asia module . From CRL collections .
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Members
University of British Columbia
Brown University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
Emory University
Harvard University
University of Hawaii
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
Kansas State University
Library of Congress
Max Planck Institute for Human 

Development
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Missouri
New York Public Library
New York University
University of North Carolina
North Carolina State University
University of Notre Dame
Ohio State University
University of Pennsylvania
Princeton University
Rutgers University
Syracuse University
University of Texas
University of Toronto
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Washington University
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

Members
Arizona State University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
Harvard University
University of Hawaii
Library of Congress
University of Michigan
University of North Carolina
Northern Illinois University
University of Notre Dame
Ohio University
University of Oregon
Princeton University
Université du Québec à Montréal
Royal Netherlands Institute of 

Southeast Asian and Caribbean 
Studies (KITLV)

University of Washington
University of Wisconsin
Yale University

South Asia Microform Project 
(SAMP)

Southeast Asia Microform 
Project (SEAM)



<32>

Slavic and East European 
Microform Project (SEEMP)

Technical Report Archive & 
Image Library (TRAIL)
Members
Arizona State University
University of Arizona
University of Arkansas
Baylor University
University of British Columbia
California Institute of Technology
University of California, San Diego
Colorado State University
University of Colorado, Boulder
Harvard University
Iowa State University
Kansas State University
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of New Mexico
University of North Texas
University of Notre Dame
Oklahoma State University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Rice University
Texas A & M University
Texas Tech University
Utah State University
University of Utah
Washington State University
University of Washington

Members
University of Arizona
Arizona State University
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of Chicago
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
University of Florida
George Washington University
Harvard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign
Indiana University
University of Iowa
University of Kansas
Library of Congress
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
New York Public Library
New York University
University of North Carolina
University of Notre Dame
Ohio State University
University of Pittsburgh
Princeton University
Stanford University
University of Texas
University of Toronto
University of Washington
Yale University
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Panama  Star,  February 24. 1849. From the 
World Newspaper Archive–Latin American 
Newspapers. CRL collections.
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