
OA Books with OAPEN & 
DOAB

Monday April 28, 2025

Niels Stern, OAPEN Managing Director and DOAB Co-Director

Silke Davison, Community Manager



Agenda
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• Questions and discussion

• How you can use the OA Book Toolkit

• Final things to note 



Advantages of Open Access (OA) Books

1. Free for anyone, reducing barriers to knowledge

2. Enable equitable access to educational resources

3. Increase visibility and impact of research, bridging the academic 
community and public

4. Foster interdisciplinary collaboration, accelerating scientific 
discovery and innovation

5. Save money for your institution!



Who are OAPEN and DOAB?
Niels Stern, OAPEN Managing Director and DOAB Co-Director



Who is OAPEN?

• Open infrastructure for open access (OA) books

• Supporting the global transition to OA for academic books

• Providing services for publishers, funders, researchers , libraries

• OAPEN operates three platforms: 
▪ OAPEN Library (2010) library.oapen.org 

▪ Directory of Open Access Books (2013) doabooks.org 

▪ OAPEN OA Books Toolkit (2020) oabooks-toolkit.org

https://library.oapen.org/discover?query=
https://doabooks.org/en
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/


Mission and values 

Mission
• Increase discoverability of peer-reviewed OA books

• Promote and build trust in OA book publishing

Values
• Independent, not-for-profit

• Cannot be sold or acquired

• Guided by the Principles of Open Scholarly Infrastructure (POSI)
▪ Conducted self-audit in May 2023 (to be reviewed in 2025)

https://oapen.hypotheses.org/621
https://openscholarlyinfrastructure.org/
https://oapen.hypotheses.org/524


Strategic ambitions

OAPEN Strategic Plan 2025 – 2028 | OAPEN

https://oapen.org/oapen/oapen-strategic-plan-2025-2028


The OAPEN Library – a global digital library

• Launched in 2010 – celebrating 15 years!

• Free, full-text downloads for 40,000+ -OA titles

• 450+ publishers

• 75+ languages 

• Offers hosting, distribution, preservation (Portico & CLOCKSS), usage 
services for publishers

• Built on open-source software DSpace 6

• Server hosted in CERN's Data Center

• Over 1.5 million monthly COUNTER downloads

https://oapen.org/article/strengthening-open-infrastructures-for-scholarly-books


Growth and bibliodiversity



Global & growing usage of the OAPEN Library

IRUS-UK data for January to December 2024

3,255,505 
Total_item_requests 

from 2024-04 to 
2025-03



Title level usage data

Data Information Literacy

https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/31585


Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)

• Launched in 2013 

• Free, searchable index of 93,500+ OA titles

• 750+ publishers

• 95+ languages 

• Free for publishers to participate upon meeting inclusion criteria

• Metadata freely available under CC0 

• Built on open-source software DSpace 6

• Server hosted in CERN's Data Center

• Co-managed with OpenEdition

https://doabooks.org/en/librarians/metadata-harvesting-and-content-dissemination
https://www.openedition.org/


Growth and diversity in DOAB



Peer Review Information Service for 
Monographs (PRISM)
• Provides publishers with the 

opportunity to display 
information about their peer 
review procedures on publisher 
and title level

• Supports transparency around 
the quality assurance process of 
academic book publishing

• PRISM widget available



DOAB Trusted Platform Network

A seamless way for publishers to list their OA books in DOAB



Technical developments in summary

• Migration to CERN

• Technical audit review performed by Curtin 
University Institute for Data Science
oConsultation with key partners

oReplication of code

oDocumentation of code

oRecommendations

• Upgrade to next DSpace version



Why support OAPEN and DOAB?
Silke Davison, Community Manager



Thousands of books to your 'shelves' for free

Metadata | OAPEN Metadata | DOAB

https://oapen.org/librarians/15635975-metadata
https://doabooks.org/en/librarians/metadata-harvesting-and-content-dissemination


Metadata Export Module for OA books

• MEMO gives users access to bespoke metadata exports from the 
OAPEN Library 

• Created based on a selection of titles, preferred export format, and 
update frequency



Library Working Group on Metadata



OAPEN Library COUNTER usage dashboard



What does our supporter base look like?

• Support from 300+ 
libraries in 18 countries 
across 3 continents

• 160+ have an OAPEN 
Library dashboard



Additional supporter benefits

• Free hosting, dissemination, preservation, and usage 
services for affiliated publishing entities

• Use our logos to advertise your support

• Demonstrate your commitment to an open scholarly 
communications ecosystem

• Enable knowledge to be accessed beyond institutions 
who can afford expensive subscriptions

• Help keep services (and metadata!) free for everyone 

• You can ensure our development and sustainability 
as vital OA books infrastructure

OAPEN and DOAB 2024 Highlights

https://www.oapen.org/article/oapen-and-doab-2024-highlights-report


What does it cost to support?

Institution Tier OAPEN & DOAB supporter fee* (USD)

Baccalaureate | Baccalaureate/Associate's | Associate's $1,200

Master’s $2,400

Doctoral $4,850

*Consortia with 10+ supporting members are eligible for a discount to our standard fees



OAPEN incomings and outgoings



Questions and discussion
Open to all



How you can use the OA Books 
Toolkit
Niels Stern, OAPEN Managing Director and DOAB Co-Director



Purpose of the OA Books Toolkit

• A collection of ~50 short articles focusing on different topics about OA 
book publishing for all stages of the research (and policy) life cycle

• A free information resource for researchers (and policymakers)

• Intended to help users understand OA book publishing and tackle 
common myths

• All articles CC BY and easily integrated into library guides



Live demonstration

oabooks-toolkit.org

https://oabooks-toolkit.org/


What else?
Silke Davison, Community Manager



Open Access Books Network (OABN)

For Librarians – Open Access Books Network

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/for-librarians/


Contact and connect with us

  Niels Stern​
OAPEN Managing Director​ &

DOAB Co-Director

stern@oapen.org  ​

  Silke Davison​
Community Manager​

s.davison@oapen.org  

• Sign up for the OAPEN newsletter 

• Sign up for the DOAB newsletter

• Follow @oapenbooks.bsky.social 
and @doabooks.bsky.social on 
Bluesky

• Connect with OAPEN and the OA 
Books Toolkit on LinkedIn

• Join the Open Access Books 
Network mailing list

• OAPEN and DOAB strategic plans

https://oapen.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=314fa411ba5eaaee7244c95e1&id=e31e6f80e1
https://doabooks.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=314fa411ba5eaaee7244c95e1&id=a362459f54
https://bsky.app/profile/oapenbooks.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/doabooks.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oapen-foundation/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-oapen-open-access-books-toolkit/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-oapen-open-access-books-toolkit/?viewAsMember=true
https://oabooksnetwork.eo.page/signup
https://oapen.org/oapen/oapen-strategic-plan-2025-2028
https://doabooks.org/en/doab/doab-strategic-plan-2025-2028


Final questions and next steps
Open to all
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