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California Digital Newspaper Collection
http://cdnc.ucr.edu

• Freely accessible online repository of digitized California newspapers

• Started in 2007

• Funded through grants from the National Digital Newspaper Program 
(LC/NEH), Library Services and Technology Act, and partnerships with local 
libraries

• Currently approximately 450,000 pages

• Mostly pre-1923 issues with article level segmentation











Born Digital Project

• Conceived of project in 2008

• Began working on project in 2010

• Three Main Hurdles

1. Logistical

2. Technical

3. Legal





«Name»
«Paper_Name»
«Address1»

Dear «Salutation»:

For the last five years the Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research at the University of California, 
Riverside has been digitizing historical California newspapers.  We now have some 400,000 pages available for 
searching online through the California Digital Newspaper Collection (CDNC), cdnc.ucr.edu.

This spring we are starting an ambitious and unique new project to collect and display contemporary 
newspapers, what we are calling our “born digital” project.  We hope to collect PDFs of newspapers from 
California publishers as they are sent for printing, process those files with the necessary metadata, and make 
them available for searching on the CDNC.  Other institutions around the country and the world have been 
collecting newspaper PDFs, but as of yet none have added the metadata necessary to make them full-text 
searchable.  This project will be a first.

I write to ask you to consider participating in this born-digital pilot project.  If you agree, we will set up the 
procedures to start collecting your PDFs as you produce them, our staff will process them with proprietary 
software we have licensed, and we will make the issues freely available to the public on the CDNC. 

I am contacting small newspaper publishers around the state because, I fear, with declining budgets and 
limited staffs, small papers are most at risk of being lost.  We will archive your papers, first on servers and tape 
drives and eventually we hope at the California Digital Library, and we will make them openly available in 
perpetuity through the CDNC.  Together we can help to insure the survival of one of our state’s most important 
cultural heritages, its local papers.

I sincerely hope you will join in this pilot project.  Please contact me at the address below for further details 
and to get involved.  Many thanks for your consideration and participation.

Sincerely,

Brian Geiger
Director
bgeiger@ucr.edu
951-827-7007





Born Digital Uploader
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/uploader



GRANT OF PERMISSIONS 

In reference to the following title(s): 

[Author]. [Title]. [Publication Place] : [Publisher], [Publication Date]. 

I, ____________________________________, as copyright holder or licensee with the 
authority to grant copyright permissions for the aforementioned title(s), hereby authorize 
the Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research (CBSR), acting on behalf of the 
Regents of the University of California, to digitize, distribute, and archive the title(s) for 
nonprofit, educational purposes via the Internet or successive technologies.  

This is a non-exclusive grant of permissions for on-line and off-line use for an indefinite 
term. Off-line uses shall be consistent either, for educational uses, with the terms of U.S. 
copyright legislation's "fair use" provisions or, by the CBSR, with the maintenance and 
preservation of an archival copy. Digitization allows the CBSR to generate image- and 
text-based versions as appropriate and to provide and enhance access using search 
software.  

This grant of permissions prohibits use of the digitized versions for commercial use or 
profit. 

 

______________________________________  
Signature of Copyright Holder 

______________________________________  
Printed or Typed Name of Copyright Holder 

_______________ 
Date of Signature 

 

Attention: 
Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research 
The University of California at Riverside 
Riverside, CA 92521 
cbsrinfo@ucr.edu 








