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Charge 
 

Develop a collaborative project with the 

Center for Research Libraries to identify, 

digitize, archive, and provide persistent and 

unrestricted access to federal technical 

reports issued prior to 1975.  



History 
• Idea began with Maliaca Oxnam at the University of Arizona 

• Support from the Center for Research Libraries  (CRL) 

• Accepted as a Greater Western Library Alliance (GWLA) digital initiative 

• Pilot site created at the University of Hawaii -- Manoa 

• Funding an issue – almost all scanning initially had to be paid for – also 
cataloging costs 

• Enter the University of Michigan, Google, and the Hathi Trust – 85% of 
scanning now free 

• 15% of scanning still to vendor - that content now stored at the University of 
North Texas 

• Early 2010, TRAIL moves entirely to CRL as newest Global Resource Network 

• Late 2010, new user interface debuts – www.technicalreports.org 

http://www.technicalreports.org/
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Accomplishments 

• Completed an inventory of all defunct federal agencies and report series that 
were issued by those agencies 

• 17,575 page-views of the pilot site in the first year (~ 200 reports available) 

• Over 23,000 items cataloged & scanned; over 2.2 M pages scanned 

• Establishing collection sets of MARC records in OCLC 

• Digital archives at Michigan / Hathi Trust and at the University of North Texas 

• Print Archive  (Oklahoma State) 

• Inventory control for all documents 

• Award winning project  

 













Useful Info 
 • ANY institution can join TRAIL – don’t have to be a member of 

CRL 

• Institutions that are project members have a vote on content, 
project direction and priorities, can serve on project committees 
and task forces, etc. 

• Non-members can still contribute content, either for digitization 
or for the print archive, if needed 

• TRAIL project site - www.crl.edu/grn/trail 

• User interface – www.technicalreports.org 

 

Thank you!    Any questions??? 

http://www.crl.edu/grn/trail
http://www.technicalreports.org/

