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Mission
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TO ENSURE PRESERVATION, DISCOVERABILITY, 

AND PERSISTENT OPEN ACCESS

TO GOVERNMENT TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

REGARDLESS OF FORM OR FORMAT



 There is value to researchers:

 They communicate research in technology and science

 They deliver information for technical development to 

industry and research institutions contributing to the 

continued growth of science and technology

 They contain valuable information serving specialized 

audiences of researchers
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Value of Technical Report Literature



 Inconsistent or differing dissemination practices

 Limited bibliographic access and control

 Multi-format collections; across multiple physical locations

 Poor quality media distribution;  unusable pieces

 No title level cataloging – series level records with no holdings 

 Most not available electronically; nor available through ILL

Common Problems associated with 
Technical Report Literature
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Fulfilling the Mission
 IDENTIFY, ACQUIRE, CATALOG, AND DIGITIZE U.S. 

GOVERNMENT TECHNICAL REPORTS

 PROVIDE UNRESTRICTED ACCESS TO THESE DIGITIZED
TECHNICAL REPORTS THROUGH THE TRAIL SEARCH
INTERFACE AND INTERNET SEARCH ENGINES

 IDENTIFY & INVESTIGATE THE LONG-TERM
PRESERVATION POSSIBILITIES OF THIS UNIQUE BODY OF
LITERATURE



 Discussions began in 2004

 Began as a GWLA collaborative project with the 
Center for Research Libraries in 2006

 Developed into a CRL Global Resources Network 
Initiative in 2010

Solution To The Problems Associated With 
Technical Report Literature:   TRAIL
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TRAIL Organizational Timeline 
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2006 GWLA endorses strategic action; 1st TRAIL Meeting

2007 -Pilot collection launched at the Univ. of Hawaii
-TRAIL partners with the Univ. of Michigan & Google
-TRAIL establishes processes with OCLC

2008 Began scanning content with Google and depositing in HathiTrust

2009 -Created a Facebook page
-Established archive at the University of North Texas for non-Google 
scanned materials

2010 -Became part of the Global Resources Network at CRL
-Received LexisNexis/GODORT/ALA "Documents to the People“ Award
-TRAIL Search Interface launched; developed & hosted by the University 
of Washington

2011 Initiated microfiche digitization pilot project

2012 Created Twitter account @TRAILTechReport and Wikipedia entry

2014 Reports digitized or harvested reaches 40,000
TRAIL watermark in HathiTrust

2015 Created personal membership option.
You help us decide what is next!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technical_Report_Archive_&_Image_Library


TRAIL COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHTS

• Also
– Army Corps of Engineers

– USGS (harvest and digitize)

– North American Fauna (I 49.30: ) was recently harvested
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**Complex Documents including microfiche, 
microcard, maps, foldouts, oversize materials



HATHITRUST CONTRIBUTORS
Rank Institution # Volumes
16 Keio University: 90131
17 Columbia University: 77383
18 University of Alberta: 76114
19 Northwestern University: 57251
20 University of Virginia: 51435
21 Purdue University: 47490
22 University of Iowa: 47113

23
Technical Report Archive & 
Image Library: 39806

24 The Getty Research Institute: 28451
25 Michigan State University: 27837
26 Yale University: 24336
27 Minnesota Digital Library: 22042

28
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill: 17437

29
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst: 15265

30 Duke University: 10905

Rank Institution # Volumes
1 University of Michigan: 4701314

2 University of California: 3738357

3 Harvard University: 838553

4 Cornell University: 584930

5 University of Wisconsin - Madison: 561713

6 Indiana University: 530676

7 University of Minnesota: 450370

8
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign: 439077

9 Pennsylvania State University: 390205

10 New York Public Library: 313325

11 Princeton University: 252894

12 The Ohio State University: 126399

13 Universidad Complutense de Madrid: 117524

14 University of Chicago: 112741

15 Library of Congress: 108892

TRAIL Ranks 23rd with 39,800 deposited volumes in HT 



UNT DIGITAL LIBRARY



UNT DIGITAL LIBRARY



RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
• June 2015 – Added Personal Member Category

– University of Texas at Tyler

– University of Alabama at Birmingham

– Food and Drug Administration

– University of California, Davis

– West Baton Rouge Parish Library

– University of Toronto

– University of Massachusetts Dartmouth

– Bureau of Ocean Energy and Management

– Queens University

• October 2015 - GPO Joined TRAIL

• November 2015 – Passed 1 Million pages in the UNT Digital Library





CURRENT INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS
• Arizona State University1

• University of Arizona1**

• University of Arkansas1**

• Baylor University1

• Brigham Young University1

• California Institute of Technology

• University of California, San Diego

• University of Cincinnati

• Colorado State University1

• University of Colorado1**

• Georgia Institute of Technology

• U.S. Government Publishing Office

• Harvard University

• University of Houston1

• Princeton University

• Purdue University

• Rice University1

• Stanford University

• Texas A & M University1

• Texas Tech University1

• University of Texas at San Antonio

• Utah State University

• University of Utah1

• Washington State University1

• University of Washington1**

• University of Wisconsin-Madison

• University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

• Indiana University

• Iowa State University1

• University of Iowa

• Kansas State University1**

• Massachusetts Institute of Technology

• University of Massachusetts Amherst

• University of Nevada, Las Vegas1

• University of New Mexico1

• University of North Texas

• University of Notre Dame

• Oklahoma State University1

• Oregon State University1

• Pennsylvania State University

1 Indicates GWLA Member
** Indicates Founding Member

http://www.asu.edu/
http://www.arizona.edu/
http://www.uark.edu/
http://www.baylor.edu/
http://home.byu.edu/webapp/home/index.jsp
http://www.caltech.edu/
http://www.ucsd.edu/
http://www.uc.edu/
http://www.colostate.edu/
http://www.colorado.edu/
http://www.gatech.edu/
http://crl.force.com/www.gpo.gov
http://www.harvard.edu/
http://www.uh.edu/
http://www.princeton.edu/
http://www.purdue.edu/
http://www.rice.edu/
http://www.stanford.edu/
http://www.tamu.edu/
http://www.ttu.edu/
http://www.utsa.edu/
http://www.usu.edu/
http://www.utah.edu/
http://www.wsu.edu/
http://www.washington.edu/
http://www.wisc.edu/
http://www.illinois.edu/
http://www.indiana.edu/
http://www.iastate.edu/
http://www.uiowa.edu/
http://www.ksu.edu/
http://web.mit.edu/
http://umass.edu/umhome/index.php
http://www.unlv.edu/
http://www.unm.edu/
http://www.unt.edu/
http://www.nd.edu/
http://osu.okstate.edu/
http://oregonstate.edu/
http://www.psu.edu/


Technical Reports are assembled & organized at institutions across 
the country before being sent to the University of Arizona.  

The University of Arizona is the central processing site 
and is routinely referred to as “Central” by TRAIL members.
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“Central” or The University of Arizona
 receives shipments, assembles collections, and 

creates inventories in the TRAIL Processing Database
 creates catalog records for each technical report and supplies 

the cataloging to OCLC  
 ships processed technical reports to either the University of Michigan 

or the University of North Texas for digitization
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TRAIL Collection Processing Database
Members use this tracking database to view lists of technical reports 

that have been processed or are in processing at “Central”
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http://traildb.library.arizona.edu

http://traildb.library.arizona.edu/


TRAIL Collection Processing Database
The Collection Record provides basic information about the series and links to the 

inventory spreadsheet in Google Drive.  Anyone is welcome to review and 
download the inventories. Members of TRAIL committees may have authorization 

to edit the inventories
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CRL Workspace Site for TRAIL
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Members use the CRL wiki to create, post, and edit the documentation
of the TRAIL Steering Committee & Working Groups



TRAIL Information on the CRL Website
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http://www.crl.edu/grn/trail/

• Background
• Contact info
• Activities
• Members

Comments from 
TRAIL users

News

http://www.crl.edu/grn/trail/


http://www.technicalreports.org
22

Members use the TRAIL Search Interface to help 
researchers with their TRAIL content questions

The Search Interface

http://www.technicalreports.org/


MEMBERS COORDINATE THE WORK OF 
TRAIL 

 TRAIL Steering Committee
 TRAIL Collections Working Group
 TRAIL Communications Working Group
 TRAIL Processing Working Group
 TRAIL Membership Working Group

23



Steering Committee
Purpose:

The TRAIL Steering Committee is the principal body that shall consider and formulate the 
policies and procedures governing TRAIL in accordance with the recommendations of the 
membership.

Composition (not fewer than 8 members):
 Elected Officers: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer
 Working Group Coordinators
 Additional members from the membership, appointed by Chair
 Ex Officio members (CRL rep, past-chair)

Terms:
 2 year terms
 Must have served on a Working Group for at least one year prior

Meetings:
 Biweekly
 Annual Meeting (each spring), open to all members
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April 26th & 27th

University of Arkansas
Annual Review
Strategic Planning
Problem Solving
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